SUMMARY: The prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) among prostitutes was investigated at a genitourinary hospital in Fukuoka, Japan, in 1985 and. The most common STD was Chlamydia trachomatis infection, followed by gonorrhorea and condyloma acuminatum. Candidiasis, trichomoniasis and genital herpes were relatively uncommon. The rate of prostitutes who had STD but had no subjective symptoms were 42.9% in 1985 and 30.9% in 1986. The rate of prostitutes having mixed STD infection was 35.8% among the summed 162 STD-contracted prostitutes.
tinea, scabies or syphilis latens was not included in the analysis because their incidence was very low).
In June 1986, 57 (46.3%) of the 123 prostitutes contracted some kind of STD, and the total number of diagnosis was 75. Chlamydia trachomatis infection was the most common followed by gonorrhoea and condyloma acuminatum as in 1985 but the incidences of the three STDs were lower than those of the previous year. The simultaneous presence of several STDs was common in prostitutes (Table   II) . In 1985, the number of cases with multiple STDs was 40 (24.8%) of the 161 prostitutes. Of 35 cases having two STDs, chlamydial infection plus gonorrhoea was most common (11 cases) followed by the combination of chlamydial infection plus genital herpes (6 cases), and chlamydial infection plus condyloma acuminatum (4 cases). All cases having three or four STDs had both chlamydial infection and gonorrhoea. There was a significant (p<0.02) difference in the occurrence of cases with multiple STDs between prostitutes and other females in 1985.
In 1986, the number of cases with multiple STDs was 18 (14.6%) of the 123 prostitutes, the incidence was lower than that of the previous year. Of 18 cases having more than two STDs, 15 had chlamydia infection plus gonorrhoea (5 cases), trichomonas (6 cases) and so on. As shown in Table III , 110 (68.3%) of the 161 prostitutes had no genitourinary symptoms at the time of physical check-up, but 69 of them contracted some type of STD in 1985. As compared with prostitutes, 43.6% of the other women had no symptoms, being lower than that of prostitutes (68.3%). The reason why of non-prostitute females who had no symptoms attended clinic was the Table III The most common symptom was abnormal vaginal discharge both in prostitutes (44.5%) and in other women (81.0%). The following common symptoms, vulval pain (15.7%), vulval itching (9.6%), and abnormal genital bleeding (8.4%) wer also found in prostitutes.
As information on STDs in prostitutes in Japan has been scanty, we feel that our data are of some importance in understanding the present state, although data on chronological changes are limited. Prostitutes are likely to be a major reservoir of STDs in Fukuoka city as in northern Nigeria (7). This survey revealed high rates of Chlamydia trachomatis infection among prostitutes, even higher than that reported from Iran (8) . Gonorrhoea was seen in 18.6% of prostitutes in 1985, and 13.8% in 1986. This supports our previous data that half of gonorrhoeal patients contracted the disease from prostitutes (6) . It is surprising that condyloma acuminatum is now the third most common disease. In comparison with the above diseases, syphilis was diagnosed in only one and two prostitutes examined in each year. As most of the prostitutes we examined this time attended the clinic for regular check-ups for STD, and not after they became ill, we were able to obtain more precise data on the prevalence of STD.
